430     THE MEMOIRS OF THE BARON DE MARBOT
Davout to reach the field of battle was abandoned for that day; the Emperor ordered Lannes to withdraw his troops by degrees to their former position, between Aspern and Essling, so that, resting on those villages, they might hold their ground against the enemy. The movement was being carried out in perfect order, when the Archduke, who had at first been puzzled by our retreat, heard that the bridge was broken, and saw a chance of driving the French army into the Danube. With this, view he sent his cavalry against the most advanced of our divisions, that of Saint-Hilaire. Our battalions repulsed the charge, and the enemy then opened upon them with a heavy artillery fire. Just then I was bearing an order from Lannes to General Saint-Hilaire. Hardly had I reached him. when a storm of grape struck his staff, killing several officers and smashing the general's leg. He died under amputation.; I was myself struck in; the thigh by a grape-shbt, which tore out a pieoe of flesh as large as an egg, but the wound was not dangerous, anpl I was able to return and report to the marshal. I found him with the Emperor, who, seeing me covered with blood, remarked, tf Your turn comes round pretty often!' Both he and the marshal felt the loss of General Saint-Hilaire keenly.
Seeing the division attacked at all points, the marshal went to take command of it. He withdrew it slowly, often facing towards the enemy, until our right rested on Essling? which was .still held: by Boudet's division. Though my wound was not yet dressed, I thought I ought to go with the inarshal. In the! course. of the retreat, my friend de Viry had his shoulder smashed by a bullet^ and I had some difficulty in getting him brought to the entrenchments.
The position was ^ery critical. ;, Compelled to act on the defensive, the Emperor posted his army in an arc, having the Bamiibe for its< chord^ our right resting on the river in rear of EssMng, our left ia rear of Aspern. Under pain of being driven into the river w0 had to keep up the flight for the rest of Hie day; it was? now 9 ^.M.? and not till nightfall shoul(J w@i<"be able to aretire tor the island? of, Lobau by the weaks, whom he received sternly; then they went some distance away, and walked rapidly, the Emperor appearing to be reprimanding him severely. Marshal Bessi&res looked confused, and must have felt still more so when the Emperor sat down to dinner without inviting him, while he made Marshal Lannes take a seat at his right hand. My and I were as sad this evening as we had beenve Bessidres, and the antipathy
